Sample Outline for Persuasive Essay


Topic- eventually will be Title

I. Introduction

a. Grabber (quote, anecdote/super-short story, joke, unusual fact, question)

b. Thesis statement – clearly expresses main point or position of essay.  (for or against the topic)

c. Reason 1-

d. Reason 2 – 

e. Reason 3 – 

f. Reason 4 –

II. Reason 1

a. Supporting detail


i. Example or further information

b. Supporting detail

c. Supporting detail

d. Supporting detail

e. Etc.

III. Reason 2

a. Supporting detail

b. Supporting detail

c. Supporting detail

d. Supporting detail

e. Etc.

IV. Reason 3

a. Supporting detail

b. Supporting detail

c. Supporting detail

d. Supporting detail

e. Etc.

V. Reason 4

a. Supporting detail

b. Supporting detail

c. Supporting detail

d. Supporting detail

e. Etc,

VI. Conclusion

a. Restate Thesis 

b. Summarize - Restate Reason 1-4

c. Personal comment/or call to action (samples below)

i. May include a prediction 

ii. End with a question

iii. Recommendation that stresses actions or remedy to be taken

iv. Quotation (has to connect in some way to the material….not just a random quote)

General guidelines:

1. Have a firm opinion that you want your audience to accept.

2. Begin with grabber/hook to get attention

3. Offer factual evidence to support your opinion.  (BACK IT UP!!)

a. Will have an appeal to Reason!!

4. Conclude with restatement of what you want the audience to do or believe.

Reminder:

Appeal to Emotion

· What feelings does it create in the audience?

· What words are used to suggest the opinion or feeling?

· Is it straightforward?  Or .. Does it reflect a  “hidden agenda”; manipulate the audience?  How?

Appeal to Reason

· What conclusion is the audience asked to make?

· Is it supported with facts or opinions (both)?

· What is the general line of reasoning?  Does it make sense?  Is it logical? 

**If you get stuck, try to think of what the opposing side would come up with and then counteract that argument. 

